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A

very warm welcome to all
the pupils and families
who will be joining our
school community in
September!

Transition to secondary school can
be challenging enough for families
at the best of times but here at
Cwmbran High School we all
appreciate just how difficult this must
be for Year 6 families in the current
extraordinary circumstances. It has
been lovely during the period of
reopening to see so many of you
take up our offer to your primary
schools of spending some socially
distanced time on the school campus
and I have seen many smiling year 6
faces greeting me in recent days.
Those of you who have been with us
have had a guided tour from Mrs
Abdulla (Deputy Headteacher) and
she looks forward to welcoming
many more of you before the end of
term!
We have been trying our very best
to ensure that transition work has

continued this term but we are
obviously very aware that
Government health advice has
meant that our opportunities to
work with you have been limited.
I hope, however, that you have
been finding the activities such as
the virtual tour of the school that
we have sent you useful and
been engaging with the activities
that we have made available
online.
This booklet introduces you to
many of the key staff that will be
working with you in September
and we hope that it goes some
way towards easing the anxieties
that most young people feel as
they prepare to move to their
secondary school. Remember
that every stranger that you
meet from another school in
September is a potential new
best friend and try to throw
yourself into the life of the school
by joining in with clubs and
activities as much as you can!
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By the time you read this we may
well all have been informed by the
Welsh Government what schooling
in Wales will look like in
September but, whatever the
announcements, remember that
everyone here at Cwmbran High is
working as hard as they can to
make you feel very welcome in
September and that we really are
looking forward to meeting each
and every one of you. We all
believe that we are, as the school
motto says, ‘Stronger Together’
and in these very strange times this
has seemed more true than ever!
Enjoy your summer holidays and
relax, read this booklet at your
leisure and we shall see you all
very shortly.
Take care and continue to stay
safe.
Mr. J.N.Hicks BA (Hons) MA (Ed)

Year 6 Transition

We hope your child has enjoyed
completing the transition booklet and
that this has enabled them to
familiarise themselves with the school
and prepare for secondary school.

Google Classroom

W

e
understand
how
stressful
transition
can
be for pupils
moving from Year 6 to Year 7
and we hope to make this process
as smooth as we possibly can for
both you and the pupils joining us
in September.

Induction Materials
You will hopefully have already
received an induction booklet
providing lots of important
information regarding the move
to secondary school including

contact details for us in school.
Please remember to return the
forms at the back of the booklet
to us before your child joins us in
September.
Forms to complete and return to
the school:


Medical



Confidential Pupil
Information



Parental Permission slips



Cashless Catering

Our Year 6 Google classroom in the
HWB platform is well underway and
we already have many children
engaged in activities which have been
uploaded by staff here in CHS.
Please encourage your child to log in
and attempt a few activities. Please
note that there is no expectation on
your child to submit work at this stage,
however, we will be delighted to see
their completed projects when they
join us in September. The classroom
also contains a video tour of the
school to enable children to familiarise
themselves with CHS.
www.cwmbranhighschool.co.uk/virtual
-tour-of-chs-for-year-6-new-pupils/

Registration
If your child is not yet registered,
there’s still plenty of time and it’s well
worth it! Just email us and we can
send you details of how to join.
Our Year 7 intake for September is
currently 210 pupils, joining us from
12 different Primary schools. If you
have not yet submitted a request form
for your child’s transfer to Secondary
school, there is still time to choose our
caring and supportive school, however
places are quickly running out. You
can be assured that our aim to is
achieve the very best outcome for
every single pupil at our school.

Contacts
We have nearly 100 followers for our Year 6 transition
cluster twitter page @transition_chs which is pleasing.
Here we will continue to post updates and important
information. We have shared the school tour and
transition booklets via this platform.
Rest assured we will continue to post out vital
information to ensure you are all kept fully informed.

If you have any queries or concerns
please do not hesitate to contact us
via email.
Tracey.abdulla@chs.schoolsedu.org.uk
Deputy Headteacher & Lead for
Transition
Cheryl.haynes@chs.schoolsedu.org.uk
Head of Year 7 and Transition
Coordinator

Lawwrence.pollock@chs.schoolsed
u.org.uk - Head of additional needs
provision.
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Year 6 Transition Work

Y

ear 6 pupils have been
taking part in transition
work using Google
Classrooms. This has
included many tasks such as the
30 Music Challenge, adopt an
element and let’s fill the room
with Artists. Here is a snippet of
some of the great examples
submitted by pupils from our
fabulous partner primary schools
- well done all and we all look
forward to seeing you in person
in September.

Maisie Baribeault
Freya Neagle - Cerretti

Konstantinos Birikakis.
Bethan Crimmins

Jake Davies

Lily Holland

Dylan Stephens
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Kaitlin Rance

New teaching staff joining CHS in September
Miss Sullivan
My name is Miss Sullivan and I am joining Cwmbran High as an English teacher this
September. I look forward to encouraging Cwmbran High’s pupils to believe in their
abilities and to supporting them in achieving their goals. My passions include literature,
music and working on positive initiatives such as Student Action for Refugees.

Miss Wheeler
Shwmae Pawb! I’m Miss Wheeler and I will be joining the Welsh Department at
Cwmbran High in September.
I have been teaching Welsh for over 5 years and I thoroughly enjoy watching young
people just like yourselves become confident using our language daily. I can’t wait to
help you become a better linguist and expose you to lots of new language adventures!
In my spare time, I enjoy keeping myself busy. I love exercising, reading and spending
time with my family, friends and my dog Pippin.
I can’t wait to meet you all and get to know you next year! Cadw’n Ddiogel!

Mr Brown

Hello all, my name is Mr Brown and I will be starting Cwmbran High School as a
Drama and English Teacher in September which I'm very excited about!
I trained in Drama and Performing Arts so I have a real passion for the arts and love
to be on the stage and perform as well as directing. I've been in a range of
productions including Pantomimes, Acting plays and Musicals and cannot wait to bring
my passion and enthusiasm to the school, starting with the next school production (once
we're Covid-19 clear).
Outside of school I’m quite active. I like to play piano and ukulele and am a keen
rollerblader, often spending my weekends skating at the Knap in Barry or at
Rampworld in Cardiff.
I look forward to meeting you all in September.

Miss Plumley
Shwmae! I’m Miss Plumley and I’m really excited to be joining the CHS team as Head of
Welsh. I’ve taught in my current school for 11 years and the pupils always assume that I
went to a Welsh school, but that’s not the case! I attended an English-medium school just
like yours, so I know what it’s like to be studying for the same exams you will be sitting. I
enjoyed most subjects but Welsh was always my favourite, so I decided to study it in
university before completing my teacher training. Outside of work, I enjoy reading,
swimming and live music. I can’t wait to meet you all in September! In the meantime, take
care and stay safe.

Mrs Trigg
Hi Year 6,
My name is Mrs Trigg and I will be teaching Maths. I enjoy teaching maths and getting
those light bulb moments of how maths can be applied so simply in everyday life. In my
spare time I play hockey and football. I have played for Wales in both of these sports
and now also enjoy coaching these sports on top my teaching.
See you all soon!
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Meet the Art Department
Ms Smith (Head of Department) and
Mono the cat!
Like all Art teachers I love doing anything creative, arty and
generally making things. I love travelling and visiting different
countries I’ve never been to and doing lots of different high energy
things like zip lining and theme park rides.
Pets: I have one very large panther of a cat called Mono whose
favourite past-time, apart from sleeping, is catching mice and
bringing them for me to see and admire!!
Favourite artist: I like lots of different artists work, but my favourites
at the moment are Maggie Ayers, and Deb Weiers which may
appear in some of my lessons next year.

Mrs Evans
I love all types of Art and Design. I love to be creative and
watching Art History programmes in my spare time. I also enjoy
going cycling with my family, going to the beach and swimming
in the sea and, just generally having fun with my family and
friends! I cannot wait to see you all in September! Take care!
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Meet the Computing Department
Miss Roberts (Head of Department)
Hi Year 6, I am Miss Roberts, the Head of Computing at Cwmbran High School. My
interests include Harry Potter and baking cakes.
I am looking forward to seeing you all and introducing you to the Computer
Science topics that we cover. In Year 7 you will be programming Microbits as well
as Minecraft! You will also be able to design your own website using HTML.
Other topics include looking at what parts are inside a computer and what those
parts do to make a computer work.
I look forward to meeting you all soon.

Miss Miles
My Interests are learning new things and playing around with gadgets that work
with different technologies such as robots and being able to visually see something
happening/changing.
In my spare time I enjoy horse riding and learning new riding techniques plus
improving the skills I have already learnt.
I am looking forward to meeting Year 6 and having some new talented digital
leaders within the school.
Some of the topics you will study in Year 7 are spreadsheets, databases, the
difference between software and hardware, different operating systems, using
HTML tags to create your own website and learning important programming skills
through the use of Scratch and Python.
See you all in September, stay safe until then.

Mr Griffiths
I am the IT technician at Cwmbran High School which means it’s my
responsibility to maintain all IT equipment used throughout the
school for both teachers and pupils. I spend a lot of my time fixing
equipment but also installing new equipment, be it our new IT suite
or CCTV around the school. When I am not in school I occupy myself
a lot of the time reading but also probably, to no one’s surprise, a
lot of video games, primarily on my custom built computer!
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Meet the Design Technology Department
Mr Baribeault (Head of Department)
I have been Teaching Design Technology now for 16 years (I know I don’t look
old enough!) and I can honestly say I have enjoyed every moment. I like to set
projects that really engage pupils and I am always so impressed at how
creative the work is that the pupils do. As much as they enjoy it, sometimes
pupils do wonder why they study Design Technology and I show them all the
things I have designed and made myself, showing how these skills are used
later in life and can be very useful. I also remind pupils that everything man
made is designed by someone; from the uniform they are wearing, the pen
they are writing with to the car they travel to school in. I look forward to
meeting you all in September.

Miss Sydenham
I really love Teaching Design Technology, I particularly enjoy the variety
of creative projects that we teach at CHS. I take pride in helping students,
I’m passionate about letting students get creative with designing products
and making sock monkeys in textiles. When I’m not teaching I design and
make stationery and love to spend time with my friends and family and
walking my dog on the beach. I look forward to meeting you all in
September and get super creative in Design Technology and have lots of
fun on the way.

Mr Pearce
Hello Year 6, I am Mr Pearce and part of the Design Technology
Department. I specialise in Product Design and during KS3, with me,
you will be using a wide range of techniques and materials to
design and make a range of products.
I am looking forward to meeting you all in Year 7. Have a nice
summer and stay safe.
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Meet the English Department
Mrs Cunnington (Head of Department)
The best thing about English is that you get to be creative! I
especially love teaching creative writing; helping students develop
their originality and style. The best bit is reading the finished piece,
especially when a student is successful in making me laugh, cry or
jump! I love scary stories. When I was a student, I enjoyed reading R
L Sine’s Goosebumps books and now I still choose from the horror
section of the library (I am currently reading Stephen King’s The Dark
Tower series). When I’m not teaching or reading my students’
excellent work, I like to go shopping with friends or watch live music.
I have a brilliant team and we all can’t wait to meet you in
September. Take care!

Mrs Siddiqui (Second in Department)
I love teaching English and particularly enjoy developing oracy
skills. I do this through a number of fun and interactive activities
in the classroom including games and drama. I have also enjoyed
debating and have organised debating competitions with other
schools. The CHS Debating Club have competed in national
competitions and we have previously won the Youth Speaks
regional competition! I particularly love to teach Literature
because I'm fascinated at how you can escape in to another
world when you read a book. When I'm not working, I love
travelling and photography.

Mrs Marshall
If I had to pick one word to describe myself (which is very
challenging as I love using as many words as possible) it would
have to be 'quirky'. I think it's quite fitting for an English teacher to
be 'quirky', don't you? My favourite topic to teach is poetry; I love
how expressive poetry can be, as well as the fact that a single
poem can be interpreted in so many different ways! In my spare
time, I do A LOT of baking... there's nothing better than sitting
down with a good book, a freshly baked treat and a cuppa!
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Meet the English Department
Continued...
Mrs McHallam (Head of Year 9)
I've been an English teacher for a very long time and I
honestly don't think I'd ever want to do anything else. The
best bit about my job is getting to work with so many
interesting pupils and see them grow and develop year on
year. I love teaching English because we get to cover so
many different topics and it's always changing, so I never get
bored! I've always loved reading so I particularly enjoy
teaching English literature - I do a very mean Lady Macbeth
performance and I also love reading Of Mice and Men with
pupils and trying out my American accent (which is really
bad, by the way, and some days it just doesn't work at all
which gives us something to laugh about!). I'm lucky in that I
get to do a job I love and I get to share the enjoyment I get
out of it with lots of pupils every year.

Miss Ayling (Librarian)
Hi, I’m Miss Ayling and I’m the School Librarian. I help to run the
Accelerated Reader programme, and I also run the afterschool
homework club with Mrs Davies, the Learning Coach. My favourite
subjects are Literacy and History, especially Medieval History. I
love reading and really enjoy picking books for the school library
that I think you would like to read. I’m looking forward to seeing
everyone back in school and finding out what books you have all
been reading!

Miss O’Brien
I love teaching English, English has helped me in so many ways. If I
need to escape, I can get lost in a book. I love adventures, mystery
and magic that’s why some of my favourite books are Harry Potter,
Percy Jackson and Beautiful Creatures. My favourite topics to teach
are Fantasy and Gothic, can you guess why? I love creative
imagination, and in these topics you are learning and having fun! At
least I am! I specialise in English Literature, looking at why a story was
written in certain ways and considering how if makes you feel. I look
forward to diving into some adventures with you and hearing your own
thoughts and ideas.
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Meet the Geography Department
Mr Morgan (Head of Department)
Welcome to the Geography department at Cwmbran High School! I’m Mr
Morgan, Head of Geography, Personal, Social and Health Education and
Careers and I will also be teaching RE. I specialise in physical Geography.

I enjoy walking, cycling and playing golf and I love cars!

Mr Chapman
I’m Mr Chapman a Geography teacher at Cwmbran High School. I have
always loved the outdoors, walking, gardening and a keen rugby coach
and fan. I also love to travel and discover the world around us. Look
forward to seeing you in September.

Mr Benson
Hi Year 6 pupils. I am Mr Benson, a Geography and RE teacher. I have many
interests including learning about how the world works. I am fascinated by
volcanoes, earthquakes, rivers and coasts, population change and development.
Before I became a teacher, I worked worldwide as a geologist in the oil and
gas industry. This job took me to many places including Australia, Kuwait,
Norway and Tunisia. I really enjoy listening to rock music and enjoy playing
the electric and acoustic guitar.

What will you be learning in Year 7?
•Map skills – direction, latitude and longitude, height on maps and map symbols.
•Wales, the home region – physical, human, economic and social aspects of the
country.
•Population and settlement – types of places, study of the population of the world.
•Skills – preparing you to become ambitious, capable learners, ready for lifelong
learning by becoming creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens of Wales and
the world, healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued
members of society.
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Meet the History and RS Department
Miss Collins (Head of Department)
Hi, I am Miss Collins and I look forward to meeting you when you join the
school. I am Head of History and also work with RS but you are most likely
to meet me teaching you History. I love History mainly because I like
knowing what happened and why it happened and there is always a good
story. My favourite part of History is Stuart Times especially the reasons
why Parliament went to war with King Charles I and ultimately cut off his
head! We always have something to learn from the past and hopefully we
won’t keep repeating the same mistakes.

Mrs Wood
Hello, I’m Mrs Wood. I am a member of the History Department at
Cwmbran High School. One of the reasons I love teaching History is
because you can bring the past alive. History is important as it helps
us understand who we are and how we fit into the world around us.
We are very lucky in Wales to have such diverse history. Did you
know that we have the most castles in the world? I love travelling,
theatre, reading and, of course, visiting historical sites. I’m very much
looking forward to meeting you all and becoming explorers of the
past together.

Mrs Bridgeman
Welcome to the Religious Studies at Cwmbran High School, I’m
Mrs Bridgeman and the teacher in charge of Religious Studies. I’m
really looking forward to meeting you all and finding out about
your ideas on the world.
I enjoy cooking, reading and spending time in my garden with my
family and dog Willow.

Year 7 History
In Year 7 we will find out about how the Normans invaded the country including the famous Battle of
Hastings. We will learn about what it was like to live in Medieval Times. We will also study the early
Tudors, Henry VII and Henry VIII.

Year 7 RS
In Year 7 we will explore what religion is, and what the 6 main faiths believe about life and the world.
We will focus on Christianity and Judaism for the first half of the year, looking into beliefs about God,
worship and faith in everyday life. In the second half of the year we will begin to learn about Hinduism,
looking at beliefs about the gods, worship and festivals.
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Meet the Mathematics Department
Mrs Bagshaw (Head of Department)
Inspiring mathematician: Florence Nightingale is well known for being
a nurse in the 1800’s but her use of statistical data helped to improve
the health and welfare of people in her care during the Crimean war
and long after it.
Favourite number: 11 because it is the first double digit prime number
and is palindromic (reads the same forwards as it does backwards)
Favourite maths joke: What is a maths teachers favourite place to visit
on holiday? Times square!

Mr Parry
Inspiring mathematician: René Descartes ("I think, therefore I am"). A
French philosopher, mathematician and scientist who developed the
Cartesian coordinate system which we commonly use today.
Favourite number: √-1 because it’s “imaginary”
Favourite maths joke: What do you call two friends who love
maths? Algebros!

Miss Gooch
Inspiring mathematician: Robert Recorde, sixteenth-century inventor
of the equals sign, was from Tenby. As it has been suggested, "his
equals sign was an invention that, while slow in becoming universally
adopted, is still perhaps the most fundamental thing ever invented
by a person from Wales".
Favourite number: 6 because it is the first perfect number. This means
the factors of six (1, 2 and 3) add up to six.
Favourite maths joke: Why was six afraid of seven? Because seven
eight nine!
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Meet the Mathematics Department
Continued...
Miss Prosser
Inspiring mathematician: Katherine Johnson, American
mathematician who worked for NASA and contributed to sending
a man to the moon!
Favourite number: 64 because I like the rhyme to help me
remember 8 squared. "I ate and I ate 'till I was sick on the floor,
8 x 8 is 64"
Favourite maths joke: What did zero say to eight? Nice belt.

Mrs Trig
Inspiring mathematician: Sir Issac Newton because as a very
sporty person I can apply his 3 laws of motion in my activities and
appreciate the maths behind how things move and accelerate.
Favourite number: 21 because it’s the date I got married and
when the digits are reversed it is my husband’s wheelchair rugby
shirt number, 12.
Favourite maths joke: Why should a maths teacher never call her
students average? Because it’s a mean thing to do!

Miss Price - Stephens
Inspiring mathematician: Benoit Mandelbrot because he
discovered fractal geometry which can be found in nature.
Also, fractal formulas are fundamental to computer
graphics and animation.
Favourite number: 2 because it is a cheeky number, it is
the only even prime which is sometimes forgotten about.
Favourite maths joke: Why are circles too hot to touch?
Because they are 360 degrees.
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Meet the MFL Department
Mrs Neat
Shwmae Year 6. My name is Mrs Neat and I am a Welsh Teacher at
Cwmbran High school. I am very passionate about speaking and
teaching the Welsh language and I look forward to meeting you all in
Year 7! Hopefully, I can inspire you all to be as proud to speak the
Welsh language as I am.
Likes: Reading, watching rugby and cooking.
Dislike: Moths and spiders

This Photo by

Mrs Haynes (Head of Year 7)
¡Hola! Bonjour.
Hi, I’m Mrs Haynes and I teach French and Spanish at CHS. I am also
Head of Year 7, so you will be seeing lots of me!
I love teaching languages because I love
travelling to new places, meeting new
people and trying lots of different food, yum
yum.

Mrs Adams
Bonjour! Shwmae!
Hi, I’m Mrs Adams and I teach French and Welsh at CHS. I love
teaching languages and I also speak Italian (Italian food is my
favourite!).
Speaking different languages means I can travel and go on holiday to
lots of places and speak to people and
find my way around easily.
I’m looking forward to meeting you all
soon.
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Meet the Performing Arts Department
Mr Osbourne (Head of

Department)

My name is Mr Osborne. I teach Music at Cwmbran High School and I am also Head of
the Performing Arts Department. As a Music Teacher I love all kinds of music. I can’t say
I have a particular style or genre that I like best, I tend to listen to music that suits my
mood. As well as listening to music I enjoy going to the theatre and various concerts
(although recently I have had to make do with watching them on the television). I really
enjoy teaching Music at Cwmbran High and I’m looking forward to getting back to it as
soon as we can.

Mr Miller
My name is Mr Miller. I teach Drama and Wellbeing at Cwmbran High School.
I’m also a Head of Year. As a drama teacher I enjoy watching young people’s
confidence grow as they perform on stage and appreciate different styles of
drama. Whilst I like all forms of theatre I particularly enjoy plays and
specialise in the work of the late American playwright Sam Shepard. I don’t
get to go to the theatre much but have been enjoying watching some online
due to lockdown. I really enjoy teaching and I look forward to meeting you in
September.

Mr Brown
Hello all, my name is Mr Brown and I will be starting Cwmbran High School as a
Drama and English Teacher in September which I'm very excited about! I trained in
Drama and Performing Arts so I have a real passion for the arts and love to be on
the stage and perform as well as directing. I've been in a range of productions
including Pantomimes, Acting plays and Musicals and cannot wait to bring my passion
and enthusiasm to the school, starting with the next school production (once we're
Covid-19 clear). Outside of school I’m quite active. I like to play piano and ukulele
and am a keen rollerblader, often spending my weekends skating down the Knap in
Barry or at Rampworld in Cardiff. I look forward to meeting you all in September!

Miss Morrell (Assistant Headteacher)
Hello. My name is Ms Morrell. As a member of the Drama department I have always
enjoyed the way in which as a class we learn to work together and become a
creative team. We have great plans for the Drama department this coming year
including looking at many different genres and texts including Mime,
Physical Theatre and Shakespeare. At Cwmbran we have a vibrant and creative
Performing Arts Department - we cannot wait to meet you.
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Meet the PE Department
Mr Povey (Head of Department )
My favourite sporting activity: I played rugby for
approximately 20 years. However, I play squash in the South
East Wales squash league.
My Interests: Outside of playing and watching sport I enjoy
DIY, cycling and spending time with my family. I have two
young children and a dog and as a family we love spending
time outdoors walking, cycling and spending time at the beach.
Being a PE Teacher: I am passionate about the benefits of
physical activity and the importance of health and wellbeing. I
really enjoy teaching PE as there is a wide variety of activities
and lots of opportunities for students to be successful. I enjoy
working with students’ and helping them develop their skills and
passion for sport and exercise and seeing their hard work pay
off. I’m really looking forward to meeting all our pupils when
we return to school and welcoming year 6 to Cwmbran High
school.

Mrs Manning (2nd In PE)
My favourite sporting activity: Netball, I currently play for
Llanyravon A Squad who compete in the Premier Division of the South
East Wales Area Netball League. My favourite sport to watch is
Rugby, especially the 6 Nations.
My Interests: I enjoy keeping fit by swimming, running and cycling –
these activities are usually done as a family as I have two children. I
love spending time with friends and family, being outside, at the
beach and travelling, especially when the sun is shining!! It’s lucky that
I like keeping fit as I have discovered a new love for baking –
especially cakes!
Being a PE Teacher: I knew I always wanted to teach PE from a
young age as my passion was always sport. I loved trying new
activities at school and enjoyed the challenge of working hard at
something to achieve success. That is one of the reasons why I enjoy
teaching PE as it offers lots of different opportunities for pupils to
succeed, as long as you are prepared to work hard and have a
positive attitude. As well as the practical activities, I also enjoy
teaching the GCSE PE groups, as I love seeing the pupils apply the
theory elements they learn in the classroom to their practical
activities.
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Meet the PE Department
Continued...
Mrs Hobbs

My favourite sporting activity: Running, especially cross
country. I run and compete for LLiswerry Runners and have
represented South East Wales in the 2019/20 season for
cross country.
My Interests: I have two young children which sees a lot of my
interests revolve around them too. We love to go out on
family walks and bike rides, we attend boulders where we
spend time rock climbing as a family and we love the beach,
generally spending our time in rock pools or canoeing. More
recently, we have been skiing, an activity which we would love
to continue in the future.
Being a PE Teacher: I enjoy teaching PE as I love all things
sporty, but I also love seeing the pupils in my class achieve
their own personal successes in the range of physical activities
which we have on offer in Cwmbran High School. I look
forward to a new term and finding out all the sporting
interests of our new pupils and seeing how everyone has
progressed with their sports and interests during the lockdown.

Mr Hine (Head of Year 9)
My favourite sporting activity: Fitness, I would say rugby
or basketball but I don’t play anymore, I do enjoy lots of
different types of fitness training. My favourite sport to
watch is American Football.
My Interests: I have many interests outside of sport, mostly
outdoors. I enjoy spending time with my family, going on
walks or trails on beaches, in forests or up mountains. I also
enjoy cooking as I’m rarely far away from good food!
Being a PE Teacher: I enjoy teaching PE for so many
reasons. I enjoy teaching the GCSE classes as the course
covers everything from sports science, the human body,
types of training and skills. When teaching practical lessons
in KS3 what I really enjoy is teaching students who are
ready to learn and make progress by giving 100% effort in
lessons. You don’t have to be ‘sporty’, if you have a good
attitude you will get the rewards.
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Meet the Science Department
Mrs Lloyd (Head of Department)
This year will be my 19th year in teaching. Although many things have changed in that time, I still
love my job as much as I did on day one. Although results are an important part of my job as
Head of Science, it’s the conversations, the laughs, the lightbulb moments, the progress and the
relationships with classes along the way to those results that I enjoy the most. It’s the little things,
you finally solving a problem, a funny question, a misconception, my dreadful diagrams, strange
ways to remember the science, that make all the hard work worthwhile. Science is there in every
sense of our lives, it helps us in critical thinking, in problem solving and as a society, to increase the
quality of our lives. I thoroughly enjoy being a little part of that journey with you.

Mrs Jones
My favourite subject in school was Chemistry. Chemistry for me was the most exciting and
interesting lesson and this is why I went on to study it in university.
In my lab you get to carry out chemical reactions using equipment like test-tubes, conical flasks
and Bunsen burners (wearing safety goggles of course).
By studying Chemistry we can explain all of the changes we see in the world around us from an
apple rotting to a firework exploding into a rainbow of colours. I love it when a pupils ask
questions that really get us all thinking and together we solve the puzzle.

Mrs Watkins
A good place to start? Why am I a Science teacher? I’m a Science teacher because I love seeing
that moment when pupils understand something they thought they never would.
I’m a Physics teacher at Cwmbran High School and I have the privilege of teaching some amazing
and very important topics, such as; Electricity & Magnetism, Stars & Planets, Newton’s Laws and
Forces, and Waves.
I like to use all sorts of different ways to help you understand the Science we cover together, but
what I look forward to the most are hearing about your ideas and answering your questions.
When I’m not in school I love going on outdoor adventures, and walking my dogs. I particularly
enjoyed the school’s ski trip to Austria in February. You may have even seen me at Cwmbran
stadium, or Pontypool leisure centre where I enjoy spin and circuit training classes.

Mr Nicklin
For as long as I can remember, I have had a passion for learning about how the things we see
(and can’t see) around us work. Making sense or our reality is what underpins all the many
different areas of Science and it is this constant quest for understanding that keeps me interested.
My favourite scientist growing up was a Geoscientist called Prof. Iain Stewart. His BBC
documentaries always fascinated me and I was impressed by how simply he was able to explain
very complex earth systems. So much so that it inspired me to pursue a career in Science teaching.
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Meet the Science Department
Continued...
Mrs Aamir
I love teaching science, it is a subject that we can easily relate to the lives of students and our
everyday life. 'Science is all around us’ and the fascinating part of teaching Science is sharing
knowledge and ideas with the students. My specialism is Chemistry and my favourite topic to
teach is atomic structure and the periodic table as it provides students with the basic building
blocks for understanding chemistry.
Chemistry is important because everything we do is chemistry. I also enjoy teaching biology
and physics. Biology allows students to better understand their bodies, their resources and
potential threats in the environment. Whereas physics generates fundamental knowledge
needed for future technological advances. In my spare time, I love cooking and reading.

Mrs Paul
Why I love science. Science is all around us and the fascinating part of teaching science is
sharing knowledge and ideas with pupils. Using science to solve problems and using
experiments can allow pupils to understand some of the more tricky concepts.
Science is not a subject that stops; no one person will ever know everything about science. As
our understanding of life, the universe and everything deepens we realise that there is even
more we don't understand; this is why I find science so amazing.

Mr Bassett
I’m the science technician at Cwmbran High School which allows me to try out all of the
experiments before they go into the classroom. My favourite experiments to do are the
chemistry experiments as they are normally the most fascinating as there are a lot fizzes,
bangs and colour changes (some involve different colour flames). When I am not in school
one of my favourite ways to pass the time is sports. I will watch almost any sport and I
also play American football.
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Meet the Wellbeing Team
Mrs Agar - Assistant Headteacher
Mrs Ager has worked for Cwmbran High School and Fairwater High School for 23
years.
Mrs Ager teaches Business Studies and Skills and is also the lead in curriculum support.
Mrs Ager is supportive and works with the Wellbeing Ambassadors as she believes
that sometimes it’s easier for a pupil to speak to another pupil.
Her hidden talent is the she was once part of a Disco Dancing Formation Team.

Mr Savory - Head of Behaviour and Wellbeing
Mr Savory teaches Business Studies and Skills and has worked at Cwmbran High
School and Llantarnum for 23 years. He is the head of the behaviour and
wellbeing department and likes to talk to pupils and parents about any problems
that they are having to try to sort them out.
His hidden talent is that he can make amazing cheesecake!

Miss Ayling - Wellbeing Officer
Miss Ayling has worked at Cwmbran High School and Fairwater High School for 8 years.
Miss Ayling is approachable and is always happy to chat about any problems pupils may
be having. She also works with the Wellbeing Ambassadors who are available during
break and lunch for pupils to talk to.
Her hidden talent is that she can juggle and spin plates!

Mrs Hayes - Pupil Support Officer
Mrs Hayes worked for Cwmbran High School and Llantarnum High School for
16 years. Mrs Hayes coordinates the Counselling service in the school and
speaks to pupils about any emotional issues that they may be having. She is
always happy to see pupils for a chat and some advice.
Her hidden talent is that she is a Beat Saber master!

Mr Pugh - Pupil Support Officer
Mr Pugh has worked for Cwmbran High School and Fairwater High School for 17 years.
While many of you may not see Mr Pugh, as he runs the room for pupils removed form class,
it is worth noting that he can help if you have fallen out with any of your friends by getting
you together for a chat and is always approachable if you have a problem.
His hidden talent is that he had trials with several professional football teams when he was
16!
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Meet the ALN Team
Mr Pollock - ALNCO
I am responsible for ensuring pupils who may need any
additional help / support in school to help them access
lessons and remove any barriers to learning , get the
support that is required . This support can take many
forms and I have an excellent team of staff to help me
ensure pupils needs are met . In total we are a team of
over 30 staff and a huge part of the school

Mrs Nicolaou - manager of the ASD Base
in Cwmbran High School.
The ASD Base staff support a number of students in our school who
have a diagnosis of Autism. I think it’s really important that
everyone knows what autism is and I’m always happy to chat to
anyone who would like to learn more about it. You can also see
what we get up to in the ASD Base on our social media pages just
look for “Proud to Share I’m Aware” When I’m not in school I enjoy
spending time with my family and my two dogs, socialising with my
friends and travelling.

Mrs Meredith : Independent Ready to Learn Unit Manager
My role in school and the ALN department is to provide
support whose learning needs may effect their own and
others learning in lessons . I work with my team to provide
individual learning plans for pupils to help them build the
necessary skills and resilience to flourish in mainstream
lessons . This can be through in class support , THRIVE work
and more intensive work in the IRU.
I also coordinate external provisions for pupils to help them
build up skills in a variety of fields
We are proud of our pupils and you can keep in touch via
our Twitter page .
Outside of school I enjoy travelling to new and exciting
places and walking my dogs
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Meet the ALN Team
Mrs Mosely
I am the Additional Learning Centre (ALC) Manager . I have
been working within the ALN Department for 14 years in both
Fairwater and Cwmbran High School . I am will also be a Year
7 Form Tutor from September so may be lucky enough to have
some of you in my form . The ALC is a calm learning
environment that supports pupils both academically and
emotionally. Our Nurture Provision provides an encouraging
approach to learning to certain pupils who may need a
different way of teaching. Can’t wait to see you in September!

Mrs Fanthorpe :
MOVE Programme and Nurture
My role is to coordinate the provision for pupils who
require extra support with their mobility and to ensure
they have full access to school and lessons
I also help deliver the Nurture Provision with Mrs Mosley in
the ALC.

Mrs Woodcock : Literacy Intervention
Hi I help organise the Literacy Intervention for pupils who may require more
support with their Literacy Skills.
I also work on the THRIVE programme and support pupils who sometimes
get anxious about attending school
I am also Form Tutor to 8N.

Mrs Simms : Head of Hearing Impaired Base
The Hearing Impaired Base (HIB) is a small specialist base attached to Cwmbran
High School. All of our pupils are Deaf, with varying degrees of hearing loss and
communication needs. We are proud to be a very nurturing base which builds
good communication links with families, involving them every step of the way to
work together to offer the best provision for their children. We work alongside
the mainstream school and pupils attend lessons with Sign Support Assistants who
ensure that they can participate in all aspects of the curriculum. To supplement
this, pupils also have specialist tuition in the HIB from a team of three Qualified
Teachers of the Deaf. All of our pupils have the same opportunities as their
hearing peers and over the past few years have enjoyed skiing trips (to America
and Europe). CHS is an inclusive school with staff undergoing Deaf Awareness
training and working with the HIB team to ensure that pupils are fully included in
their lessons. We enjoy working as part of the larger ALN Team and feel that this
provides an enjoyable working environment for our pupils, in which they thrive.
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School Uniform Information

Dear Parents and Guardians
Firstly, we want to thank you all for your support, not only during these difficult times but throughout our 60 years
of trading. Many of our customers have become more like friends, and we hope you and your loved ones have all
remained safe over the past few months.
In the forthcoming weeks, the Welsh Government will announce when they believe it is safe for children to return to
school. For your peace of mind, we wanted to assure you that we are here to support you and your families
throughout this period. We will do all that we can to make the purchasing of school uniform as easy and stress
free as possible.
We are delighted that after a period of lockdown, our store will re-open on Monday 15th June 2020 for online
click and collect orders only, whilst adhering to strict government guidelines. Once the opening of nonessential
retail stores is announced in Wales, we are very much looking forward to welcoming you all back to our store.
For now, we invite you to visit our website www.kidschoolkits.co.uk to explore your schools uniform requirements
and place orders when you are ready. If you require assistance with sizing, sizing guides can be found by visiting
our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/Pretty-Miss-Kids-school-Kits
Behind the scenes, we have been really busy preparing for our re-opening and we would like to share with you
the measures we have implemented in store ensuring that both customers and colleagues can shop and work in a
safe environment.
1. We have introduced social distancing measures and are limiting the number of people in store at any one time.
Where possible please limit the number of people in your party to 2-3; the child/children who require uniform
and an adult. We appreciate that this is not always possible, and you will not be turned away if your party is
greater than 2-3.
2. During busier times, we will need to operate a strict queuing system for entry into the store. It is therefore
advisable to shop early for your uniform purchases to avoid the queues.
3. To support families financially, we have extended our deposit scheme so you can now reserve your uniform for
£10 and then collect and pay for it all at the end of August. To open a savings club or request more information
regarding our lay-by scheme please contact 01633 484408 between 9am and 12pm from Monday 15th June
2020.
4. We will be extending our opening hours along with offering pre-booked appointments in store. To book your
appointment please contact the store on 01633 484408 between the hours of 9am and 12pm from Monday 15th
June 2020, or message us via our Facebook page.
5. We have increased our product range and included all compulsory and generic uniform items on our website
www.kidsschoolkits.co.uk and have introduced FREE delivery for all orders over £50.
6. When you enter the store, kindly make use of the hand sanitiser readily available at the entrance.
7. There will be a one-way system for entry and exit from the store, again this is for the safety of both our
colleagues and customers.
8. We have introduced sneeze guards on all tills.
9. Our colleagues have been issued with PPE. Please do not be off

Pretty Miss, 5 Caradoc Road, Cwmbran, Torfaen. NP44 1PP
Telephone: 01633 484408 Email: prettymiss@btconnect.com
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School Uniform Information
Wearing the school uniform is a requirement for ALL pupils in
Years 7 – 11.

All pupils are expected to follow the school policy for uniform.
The expectation for uniform is:

YEARS 7 – 11
White Shirt (please ensure the collar is large enough as the top button will be done up at all times)
School Tie (available from Pretty Miss)
Black Cotton V-neck Jumper
Black Blazer with School Badge (available from Pretty Miss)
Black Tailored Trousers (not tight or skinny fit) or Black Knee Length Skirt
Black / Grey Socks / Tights

Plain Black Shoes (no daps, trainers or boots)
Plain Black Coat / Jacket
(No coloured coats, no large logos or patterns, no sleeveless coats or any type of hoodies will be allowed)

No jewellery apart from one stud in each ear, one flat ring and a watch
No facial piercing or tunnel / spike earrings
(A skin coloured ‘plug’ may be used for Health & Safety reasons)
No extreme hair colour or styles
No obvious make-up or nail varnish

Pupils should not come to school wearing hoodies, non-school sweatshirts or cardigan
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Physical Education Uniform
At Cwmbran High School, pupils will experience a very diverse range of activities.

To help to encourage all pupils to participate in sport, fitness and physical activities we offer a wide variety of
activities both in lesson time and in after school clubs.

Our after school clubs are run by PE Department staff and also by specialised coaches who have been hired by
our AYP Officer (5 x 60, Mr Jacob Guy. The 5 x 60 programme has been set up to encourage as many students to
participate in a range of activities; 5 times a week for 1 hour each session.

Parent/carer volunteers are always welcome to help run Sports Clubs. Please get involved.

Boys:
Reversible rugby top
Polo top
Black and purple shorts
Rugby socks
Studded football / rugby boots and suitable trainers (Not daps)

Optional items:

Hoody (not to be worn outside of PE)
Black base-layer top (‘skin’)

Girls:
Polo top
Black and purple shorts/skort
White socks
Suitable trainers / training shoes (not daps)

Optional items:

Hoody (not to be worn outside of PE)
Black base-layer top (‘skin’)
Plain black leggings
27

Useful Links
Please see below useful links to videos that we have shared with
pupils via our Year 6 Google classroom. These include tours of the
school site and The Base, and introduce the school departmental
staff.
CHS Youtube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcMsSF4ADTh8atFnMiQV7XA
Meeting departments:
ALN support departments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzaoeyc7UwA
Languages (English, Welsh and MFL) departments
https://youtu.be/gE52fW-hefI
Maths and Computing departments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kM-ybYPnSqQ
Performing Arts and PE departments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTRZkJkeNg0
Humanities department
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr7LXtMm2rk
Science, Art and Technology departments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maXG50awHs0
Meet the ALN Team
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzaoeyc7UwA

Virtual tour of CHS for Year 6 video
www.cwmbranhighschool.co.uk/virtual-tour-of-chs-for-year-6-new-pupils/
Return to school video during Social Distancing
http://www.cwmbranhighschool.co.uk/chs-virtual-tour-june-2020/
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Socially Distanced Transition
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